ACORN

The Newport News!
By Ms. Michalski

On Friday, September 29th, Ms. Daley
& Ms. Michalski set off with 9 White
Oak School students for a weekend of
fun and adventure in Newport, Rhode
Island. Here, Ms. Michalski shares her
travel log with the White Oak
community:

Day 1- After some heavy rain
overnight, the weather broke in time
for the adventurers to board the
Northeastern through Fish 'N Tales
charters for a morning of fishing. We
caught Black Sea Bass and Scup and
we saw a really cool Sea Robin.
Unfortunately the rain moved in heavy
in the afternoon and the crew spent
time waiting out the weather napping
and watching movies in the van.
Traditional camping fun ensued with
cooking dinner and s'mores over the
campfire!

Day 2 brought the
adventurers beautiful
Newport weather. Ms.
Daley cooked a stellar
breakfast of bacon,
eggs and bagels while
the crew broke down
camp.
A little more time on Thames St. was
followed by a trip to The Breakers
mansion. We learned that a prominent
symbol of the Vanderbilts was the
acorn, symbolizing strength and
longevity. The day wrapped up with
awesome outside time at Brenton
Point Park. The students loved a little
time jumping off rocks into the ocean,
swimming, skipping rocks & enjoying
the sunshine!

October 2017

Class News

Once a month seven of our
youngest students will visit
the senior living facility to
listen as storybooks are read
aloud to them by senior
residents or by their peers;
refreshments will then be
enjoyed by all.
Our new reading club is
called ‘The Connected Life
Reading Club.’ The club has
several key goals: to bring
elders and youngers
together in meaningful
ways, to inspire simple
enjoyment in life, to have
fun, and to appreciate good
stories and creative
illustrations. Our first visit is
Friday, October 6, so we’ll
have some pictures and
memories to share for
November’s Acorn. -Class
Advisors: Ms. Rogers &
Mrs. Saloio

Lower School News: Our younger
students enjoyed meeting eight
ducklings that came to school one
morning in September. In a line, the
three-week old ducklings followed
their surrogate mother, Nurse
Henderson, down
the hallway and into a classroom.
The students sat on a blanket in a
circle and the little darling ducklings
marched into the center. Students
fed them and held them and watched
them swim in a small, clear tub of
water. The clear sides of the tub
provided a great view of small duck
feet paddling about. We are happy
and grateful that Mrs. Henderson
brought her ducklings in to meet us!
Our youngest students are about to
begin a new adventure this October.
For the first time ever, we are
participating in a new venture – a
reading club – with our next-door
neighbors, Armbrook Village
residents.

Grade 7 News: The
7th graders are very
excited for this school
year. In October we
will be going on a
field trip to Rick’s
Cafe (Westfield, MA)
for fellowship, fun, &
great food. 2017-18 is
going to be a great
year! -Class Advisors:
Mr. Schindel & Mrs.
Lynch
Grade 8 News:
Welcome to your
eighth grade year! We
are looking forward to
working with you this
year, and hope to do
some fun activities
with you. -Class
Advisors: Mrs.
Carey, Ms. Seyler ,
& Mrs. Pliska

Grade 9 News: The 9th grade
class will begin selling
BREAKFAST on Monday, October
2nd. The 9th grade class will serve
breakfast for the next four weeks
to fund a trip to Boston hopefully
by the last week in October.
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday
will be cold breakfasts consisting
of a variety of cold cereals with
milk, donuts, coffee cake, fruit,
and yogurt. Tuesdays and
Thursdays will be pancakes or
French toast. Each day we will
have coffee, tea, and hot chocolate.
Each item will be $1.00. Come to
school hungry, help support the
Freshman Class. -Class Advisors:
Mrs. Chalero, Mrs. Fuda, & Mr.
Shea
10th Grade News: We’re
looking forward to a great school
year and lots of fun activities! Pay
attention in early October for
news about an upcoming fall trip!
-Class Advisors: Mr. Rodak & Ms.
Crowe

Class News
Grade 11 News: Welcome Back!
White Oak has returned to a
schedule that includes one class
meeting each month. During our first
meeting in September we discussed
at length the idea of mentoring
younger students at White Oak. The
11th grade was both willing and
enthusiastic about the idea. A
number of our class have already
selected and begun working with
several lower school students, and
through the efforts of Mrs. Lynch, a
formal mentoring club will be
starting soon. This will provide a
structured way for more of our class
to reach out and help someone.

The senior raffle has the potential
of earning the class $5000.00
which can be used toward their
trip, prom, and senior picnic.
Please help support us! -Class
Advisors: Mrs. Gibson & Mrs.
Karney

White Oak School
Student Council
White Oak School held our
annual student council elections
in September. Here are the
results:

Also of note is our first trip of the
2017-18 year. On Friday, October
6th, we will be hiking to the Summit
House at Skinner State Park in
Hadley, Ma. Looking forward to a
great day!

President: Nicholas Reilly

As always, this class displays
compassion and enthusiasm in
everything they tackle, and it is a
pleasure to work with each one of
them. -Class Advisors: Mr.
McGovern & Mr. Marshall

Secretary: Allison Casten

Grade 12 News: We are now
preparing for the last year of high
school. The class has decided that
they would like to stay more local for
their senior trip to save on cost. We
are looking at 2 different dude
ranches. One is in upstate New York
and the other is in Pennsylvania.
We will use the van to travel there,
which will save us lots of money. As
soon as we make a final decision,
information will be sent home along
with the amount of the deposit to
save your child's spot.
We are also beginning to send out
letters requesting donations for the
senior raffle. If you would like copies
of the letter to give to local
establishments, family, or friends,
please email me and I will get them
to you as soon as possible.

Vice President: James Wynne
Treasurer: Ashley
Haislip-Hansberry

Please feel free to talk to your
newly elected student council
officers about any ideas you have
for the school year and listen at
morning meeting for upcoming
Student Council announcements!
-Student Council Advisor: Mr.
Rodak

October is National Bullying Prevention Month
WORK TOGETHER TO PREVENT
BULLYING AND CYBERBULLYING
See Something?
Say Something!

Monday, October 2nd - The White Oak community participated in Blue Shirt Day. We wore blue to mark
the World Day of Bullying Prevention, and to kick-start our National Bullying Prevention Month.

The Week of October 9th * Make friends with someone you don’t know at school
Be a leader and make sure no one feels isolated.
* Challenge Others To Be Kind
Make kindness go viral with an act of kindness and challenge classmates to pay it forward!
* October 11th is National Coming Out Day
Be an ally to the LGBTQ community!

The Week of October 16th * STAND UP for others week
Celebrate everyone’s differences and their similarities
Create positive messages on post-its and hand them out to students at school
Have a day of sharing and kindness

The Week of October 23rd*Week of Inclusion
Don’t let anyone in the cafeteria eat alone
Include others in your games at milk break or lunch
Invite someone you don’t know well to sit with you

Student Writing
Roux’s Point of View
By: Ashley Haislip-Hansberry

I see my girl dressed and greeting
me every morning at the gate. I
am happy to see her and give her
kisses and hear her laugh and I
give her more kisses. I stick by her
side but it seems to go by too fast
and she is saying goodbye and that
she has to go to school and leave
me for nine hours of the day and I
am lonely. My sister tries to cheer
me up but it is not helpful because
I miss her so much. When she gets
home at 4:30, I jump up and greet
her and she greets me back.

I Am an Animal
By Rebecca Sevigny

I am big and strong. I am wild,
and when I want to be, I can be
mean. I am fast and like to hunt. I
am the only male in my pack. I’m
tan, and my mane can have black
in it. I can also be all black. I am
lazy and like to lay on a rock in the
sun while watching over my pack.
I have big paws and long nails. I
have big and long teeth that can
rip through meat. I live in Africa,
and I am also the king of the
jungle. I am a lion.

Boxtops for Education
Please collect Boxtops for
Education. Give them to Mrs.
Lynch, our Boxtops for Education
collection coordinator at White
Oak School!

Mark your
calendar for...

Helping Hands News
The Helping Hands Club invites
the entire White Oak community
to help us as we begin to assist the
Westfield Spanish American
Association in their efforts to
collect personal care items and
first aid items to aid hurricane
victims in Puerto Rico. The
following is a list of items that
would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you so very much for
supporting this very worthy cause.

●

adhesive tape

●

antibiotic ointment

●

baby wipes

●

Band-aids

●

batteries

●

first aid kits

●

Flashlights

●

garbage bags

●

hand sanitizer

●

paper cups, paper plates

●

plastic utensils

●

sterile eyewash

●

sewing kits

●

Sunscreen

Spirit
Week
October 23-27
Monday-

PJ Day
Tuesday-

StudentTeacher Reverse
Day
Wednesday-

Dinosaur Day
Thursday-

Squad Day
Friday-

Costume Day

Career Counseling
News
In September, a representative from
American International College
visited the White Oak campus to give
a presentation on all that AIC has to
offer students with language-based
learning differences. The Supportive
Learning Services program was
discussed as were many majors,
career tracks, and student life
activities.
On the morning of October 19th,
Thursday, all White Oak
sophomores, juniors, and seniors
will have the opportunity to attend a
college fair being held on the AIC
campus. Transportation will be
provided to and from campus; White
Oak chaperones will also attend.
College fieldtrips are currently in the
planning process. White Oak’s
seniors have been meeting with Ms.
Rogers with the goals of updating
resumes, firming up their short lists
of post-high school options,
exploring career choices and related
careers more deeply, working on
college essays as needed, and
requesting recommendations.
Members of the Junior class are also
meeting with Ms. Rogers to expand
their transition plans, explore
Collegeboard options, investigate
results of new career inventories,
explore careers of interest in more
depth, and consider how to build
their resumes more effectively.
White Oak currently has five
internships running – two at
Armbrook Village in maintenance
and recreation departments, and
three internships are running at
Roots Learning Center in early
childhood classrooms. These
internships occur three days per
week for an hour and a half each day.
Each student is gaining experience in
real-life work situations and in
meeting professional standards and
expectations. These valuable life
experiences are run through our Oral
Expression department under the
guidance of Ms. Lynch.

The Westfield State
Ambassadors
Program

White Oak
Therapeutic
Equestrian Team
News
We have begun our weekly treks to
Holyoke’s Therapeutic Equestrian
Center to volunteer as
horse-leaders or side-walkers and
groom horses, stack hay, or clean
stalls. Two student teams
alternate service each week, with
3-4 students on each team. We
have discovered that two new
beautiful horses have joined the
TEC herd, and we are meeting
new clients because we have
switched from Fridays to
Thursdays. At the end of last
year’s community service
endeavors, we received the
following kind note from one of
the lead volunteers at TEC and
wanted to share it with you:
“Dear Dale and Students,
I just want to thank you for
coming to volunteer here at TEC.
I can see the transformation in
the students that have been with
us over the years – in their
willingness to not only take part
in the lessons, but also pitching in
with the barn chores, and in the
deepening of compassion they
have for the horses and the riders.
We look forward to seeing
everyone when you return for the
next season. And again, thank
you…
Fondly,
Laurie”

Eight Westfield State Ambassadors
will be coming to campus every other
Friday afternoon to mentor eight of
our students with a focus on
leadership training. They will all be
working on the “Identity Project” in
which the unique individuality of
each person in our community is the
subject for appreciation for our
similarities and for our differences.
Two to three times this school year,
the WSU Ambassadors will hold a
school-wide workshop with the
assistance of their White Oak
mentees. This collaboration with
WSU students and WO students
brings our whole community
together in positive ways that
strengthen our understanding,
enjoyment, and appreciation of each
other.

The Compass Team
Eight high school students visited
the Compass Unit at Armbrook
Village last Friday for an orientation
to the daily challenges faced by the
Compass Unit residents. We learned
much about how dementia and
Alzheimer’s Disease impacts some
senior citizens. Our team of high
school students will visit the
Compass Unit once a month to visit
and cheer up the residents there by
participating in arts & craft projects
1:1, or through playing pleasant
games, and, as always, enjoying
refreshments and conversation
together.
This is a direct service opportunity
for our students, and it is clear for
anyone to see that they spread
compassion and joy as they visit the
Compass Unit residents.

White Oak School
Parent-Teacher Conferences, Fall 2017
In the months of October/November we will be conducting two parent-teacher conference sessions. By
offering these sessions on a scheduled basis, we will be able to give you enough time to meet
independently with each of your daughter’s/son’s teachers.
These sessions will be held on Wednesday,

October 25, 2017 and Thursday,

November 2, 2017, with an afternoon (4-6 PM) and evening session (7-9 PM) each day.
Please let us know your first and second choices of dates and times for this conference by returning the
form below no later than Friday, October 13, 2017. If your son or daughter is to return the form, please
call the student affairs office (ext. 5) and let us know so we can be sure to ask for it.
We will contact you by letter approximately 2 weeks before each conference with the day and time of
your session. Every effort will be made to accommodate your choices.
Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions concerning these sessions.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Fall 2017 Parent-Teacher Conferences
Sign-Up Form
Student Name:______________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name: _______________________________________________________________
First choice: Date: ______________

Afternoon: ______

Evening: ______

Second choice: Date: ______________

Afternoon: ______

Evening: ______

Please return this form to: Mrs. Ricco, Student Affairs Office, (413) 562-9500, ext: 5
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

